tions and in fact how to conduct successful head and neck surgery. As medical books go today it is a bargain at £20 for all committed students of the subject.
HENRY J SHAW

Chairman, Head andNeck Unit Royal Marsden Hospital, London
Recent Advancesin the Diagnosis and Treatment of Pituitary Tumours. J A Linfoot (ed) pp 456 $51.68 New York: Raven Press 1979 This book appears to be based on a 5-day meeting attended by the contributors, although the title is not entirely accurate, since it contains some standard textbook material. More ruthless editing could have reduced repetition between chapters, a few of which are too superficial and too short to provide significant contributions to 'recent advances' in the subject. On the other hand, some chapters such as those dev~ted t~hypothal~ic hormones and hyperprolactlDa~mla are succ~nct accounts of subjects where views are rapidly changing. Because of the editorship, pituitary irradiation is particularly well covered, over 25% of the volume being devoted to this aspect, although some would question the importance given to heavy particle therapy at the present time.
The production of the book is generally good apart from the radiographs, some of which are so poor as to be quite valueless. All in all, however, this book provides a useful compendium of present knowledge of pituitary tumours and it can be studied with profit by clinicians of the various specialties involved in the management of patients with this disorder.
JOHN JENKINS
Professor ofClinical Endocrinology St George's Hospital Medical School, London
The Exocrine Pancreas fI T Howat & H Sarles (ed) pp 551 £28.75 London: Saunders 1979 This is a comprehensive, well written and much needed book on the exocrine pancreas. It has been written by two men who have devoted their lives to the study of pancreatic disease. It is largely Franco-British in conception and combines the experience over 20 years of the authors working in these two countries.
The book is traditionally divided into three parts. The first section deals with the scientific basis of the normal pancreas encompassing, in detail, embryology, anatomy, physiology and biochemistry. The chapters are well presented and well researched. The second section gives very detailed accounts of the techniques available for study in all aspects of pancreatic disease and is extremely valuable for reference. As these chapters are all written by experts in their fields, the problems involved in performing these investiga-tions, in routine clinical laboratories perhaps, have not been emphasized enough. Inevitably, there is some overlap. The last section deals with disease of the pancreas and is excellent. Pancreatic disease in childhood is extensively covered; the chapter on acute pancreatitis should be read by all those interested in pancreatic disease; the chapter on chronic pancreatitis, although rather reflecting the personal views of Sarles, is essential reading; and lastly there are good accounts of all types of pancreatic operations available. The last, however, does leave several unanswered questions about the right operation for individual patients, but this is due to the difficulty in interpreting the results of various types of surgery. This is an extremely valuable book which can be highly recommended to gastroenterology departments and medical libraries. It is well researched and should be used as the standard reference book on the pancreas.
PJKUMAR
Lecturer in Gastroenterology St Bartholomew's Hospital, London
Interferon I, 1979. I Gresser (ed) pp 163 £9.80 London: Academic Press 1979 This is the first of a promised series of occasional reviews which will chart the course of interferon research at intervals of about a year. Readers will be most interested in the chapter entitled 'Why is interferon not in clinical use today?' by K Cantell. This is an authoritative essay on the development of methods for producing human interferon and the major clinical trials that have been conducted so far. It gives some idea of the technical difficulties that have been overcome and of the problems that lie ahead. There are also four other reviews on important aspects of the biology of interferon by others who have made important contributions and have the ability to write thoughtful and wellinformed articles. This is a good volume and further numbers should be well worth reading if they maintain this standard. The last British MedicalBulletin devoted to chemical carcinogenesis appeared in 1964. Important advances have been made in the ensuing sixteen years and this recent resume provides an authoritative and well-documented guide to modem developments. Much emphasis is placed on m~ch anisms of tumour induction, and there are detailed contributions on the metabolic activation of Journal ofthe Royal Society ofMedicine Volume 73June 1980 chemical carcinogens, interaction between ultimate carcinogens and DNA, and patterns of DNA repair. Knowledge of tumour promotion, by contrast, is much less developed but excellent accounts are given of multistage carcinogenesis in the bladder, and the intriguing interaction between a papilloma virus and a radiomimetic toxin from bracken fern in the causation of cancers of the alimentary system in cattle. Tumour induction by asbestos is considered, but the mode of action of these fibres remains obscure. Short-term tests for carcinogenicity, involving bacterial mutations, are discussed and the problems in performing and interpreting these seemingly simple procedures are clearly stated. Bacteria reappear in another section where products ofbacterial metabolism are considered as endogenous carcinogens acting on target sites such as the stomach. The last review deals with future developments in epidemiology with particular respect to planning record linkage systems, case-control and prospective studies, and proportional mortality analyses -standard epidemiological techniques which the growing complexities ofour environment make increasingly difficult to carry out effectively.
DAJTYRRELL
Clinical Research
R L CARTER
Section Editor Section ofPathology
Mammalian Vestibular Physiology V J Wilson & G M Jones pp 365 $32.50 New York: Plenum Press 1979 This monograph is a work of considerable scholarship by two emminent authorities in the field of vestibular research. It attempts the difficult task of summarizing, in little over three hundred pages, much of the available knowledge on mammalian vestibular physiology, most of which has accrued over the last ten years.
Topics covered include the morphology, physiology and biophysics of the vestibular end organs, together with important chapters on the role of the reticular formation and the cerebellum. A particularly thorough description is provided of the extensive pathways and modes of action by which labyrinthine stimulation influences neck, body and limb musculature and the book concludes with a sizeable chapter on the vestibulo-ocular reflex including its now mandatory treatment in terms of systems analysis.
It is a measure of the authors' sedulity that no fewer than 38 pages of references are provided, but in their commendable efforts to give due credit to all concerned they have done themselves something of a disservice. The very conciseness of the book makes for difficult reading in parts and this is not helped by the irritation of having to scan three and at times four, lines of references to reach the conclusion of a sentence. However, this is clearly an authorative work of immense labour which will provide the much needed ready reference for all those interested in the vestibular system and its complex ramifications. The profound advances that have been made in the understanding of the mechanism of complex dysrhythmias by His bundle readings and artificial electrical stimulation of the heart by pacemakers are well covered. The bibliography covering each section is comprehensive and the figures are excellent. The ECG rhythm strips are generously long and as a result the book is almost twice as wide as a standard textbook and therefore a little difficult to handle unless supported.
I would recommend this monograph as useful for reference work for cardiologists with a special interest in electrocardiography.
AM HARRIS
Consultant Cardiologist Charing Cross Hospital, London
Transurethral Surgery L F Greene & J W Segura (ed) pp 400 £25.25 Eastbourne: Saunders 1979 This book covers transurethral surgery as practised at the Mayo Clinic and, as such, it cannot fail to be of interest to the mature urologist and to anyone interested in the history of the specialty, for it was at the Mayo Clinic that transurethral resection was first really evaluated, justified, and shown to be far more safe and exact than any other technique for dealing with benign enlargement of the prostateand that was 50 years ago.
The book covers a lot of ground, with a North American emphasis, but is rather thin on operative details. The references are adequate, if exclusively transatlantic. In places the style is opaque, elsewhere it is dull. It is remarkably unremarkable. Although it says nothing new, it will be useful te those interested in this esoteric and difficult form of surgery.
JOHNBLANDY
Professor of Urology LondonHospital Medical College
